


SECRSr 



f'^ource, NM®:KEOrA, Michael 
Date of KOSi-aJSR, Mchael 

Info. ALIAS; DGRTHET, Mlchnel 
laCliAL, M. 

DE-SCRIPTION: 



ADDRESS: (last known) 



Weight; Rne des Oranges 1, 

Height: 51 OeneTs, Switzerland 

Eyes; dominating 

Hair; sparse reddish, cropped short 
Comid.exion : ruddy 

Spec, features: large nose, long face, regular features 



Source, 
ate of 
tlnfo. 



Date of Birth: 2l^2«02 

Place of Birth: Tiflis • ^ ^Comfortable income*’’ frm 

Docmnentatlon & Citizenship: small yogiurt factory 

, ‘ v^ich subject founded w.th 

Nationality: Georgian . Ms father-in-law. Pari;' 

FAMILY BACKGROUTO: lather: Keki f3DIA,- director of tlie Surete 
Georgienne 

Uncle: Spiridon 3CEDIA, well-known nationalist leader, at one tine 
Chief of the Security Police of the Georgian Government. ’ 

Cousin: KOBAKHIDZE, Konstantine 



EDUCATIONAL BACKGRCU^!D : 5p0o]rg Russian, P^ench, .German 



0ICIA881FI ;0 AND RELEASED BY 
CENT UAL IN PU IGENCE A6ENCY 
SOURCESMET lOOS EXEMPT I0.N3B2B 
NAZI MARXRIMESDISCLOSURE ACT 
DATE 2001 2006 



PREVIOUS CAREER Became active politically in ’1916 when he joined 
a nationalist Georgian youth orranlzation. 19-?1 left .Georria with 
family; stayed 15months in Istanbul, then vent to Eeidelburg where 
studied national .economjr, 1924 \ient tdj ^'aris where his in-lows , liv 5 
^ .and father-in-law foiinded a small yoghurt factory. 

1927 joined the ^’'outh organization of the Nationalist P^ty (under 
Uncle Spiridon); 1937 bocane a m.eL^bor of a rroup of Caucasian na- 
tionalists and was co-editor in Paris of a Caucasian journal issue: 
ih‘ Berlin (B/J-JIAT, . 
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I!*rELLlGENCS ACTIVITY: Just oftcr the ^nrnan occupation of i'aris Ke’ 
in 1940, was contactod hy GIS on rccor.uendation of ACID-^ETSLI, Codinf, 
, The Germans considered subject the rriost active of tho Georrians 
j and thus, he becojne for. them the leadinr^ fi[yure in. Caucasian 
j affairs and Geor^^ion intelligence activities for the most part 
centered about him. Tlie solo basis of bis cooperation with tho 
Ciennans is reported to have been a promise to help regain inde- 
pendence for the various Caucasian t:ations; used his influence 
later to save the JORDAIIIA port. whi?h had, on behalf of Georpianu 
declared war on Germany, Lithuania, and Ihissiaj also allegedly 
saved Georgian Jewish community in Paris. In Korch 1941 began . 
recruiting personeel for the TAJ^IARA project, liEDIA’s HQ remained 
in Paris (Ave, Simy-Rroudhoiorae) until tho putbrealc of Russo- 
German hostilities, when ho roved to Bdrlin. In summer of 1941, 
succeeded in dissolving Rrlnce Irally DiV^-RATION’s Cormittee for 
the Liberation of Georgia which was more or less supported by 
RI3BEI\TR0P. Established a Caucasian General Staff in 1942 and from then on 
cooperated with both Abv/ehr- and Ant • VI 

C0?T:A0TS:Good friend of -JOIffi.'.KIA, thouph is both anti-Sooialist 
and anti-^Sarxist and considors I-.’ensheviks responsible for dovmfaljL 
of Georpifan independence . 

Through Caucasian joximal ; ALIDSKOFF (azerbaijani), DJAIIALIAIl(Ar- 

menian)/ m KAiT®.{IR (dachestan),BAlIAT, ACH3-!ETELI 

Knjor HAXABT, l!aJor HAUBACK, Caotain RADmCHER,. Col. m'GaKAUPT, 

Lt., Col. von BRA2-7DSHSTEra, CAl^AkES, LAKOUSEN, U'RIKGHOVliN, Lt. 

HAOFFE, Lt. Col. CRASFE 
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0»\te of 
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I"T?ILLIGEFCS ACTIVITY: Sunnier of 194? flew to Istanbul v:here con- Key 
tacted imESlNILl Q BERIK (Charge d'affaires JORDAI'IA Party) and Codlnt' 
DJAV22LI who was in direct contact with J:AEI;RII’C.ER of C-eimn Naval 
Attache’s office, and sent B"PJvSl“/HI to Georgia for info on the 
tir.eliness of a possible insurrection by the Coorf'ians against 
IhiGsia. In Sept, he flew to Stavropol to contact Caucasians in 
German P'/ camps. 1942 became head of the ZilPPELra project called 
Untemehmen l^ainz, in which he directed all the political pene- 
tration work. throUj«;h small froups of ajrebts cross tof the Turko- 
(jGorgion frontier, }CEDIA passed weapons, propaganda material and 
sabotage into Ruusia and in rctimn obtained cuantities of 
material for uso by research depts of the ZEPPELU7 project. Used 
old Menshevik contacts such as DSiVKBLI, MENAGARI (allegedlj'’ a • 
doublo agent for the British and Germans) and EIU^OI-IAICHV’IXI, on 
old leader of partisan warfare . Tliis grovqD, nomberinr about 25 
were members of JORDAlIIA’s Party and were set up mostly at the . 

Tiurkish ftontiGr with both Turkish, and Russian identity cards . 

Turkish police were informed of their identity and tolerated theij 
under an agreement with KEDIA. InAugust 1944 when the break came 
^Or^CTS:^ Turko-German relations, KSDlA’s was the only German j 
or Gerroah sponsored group allowed to operate in Turkey. KEDIA *s 
Turkish group put under the control of Abwehr II field units: 
when, the ZEPPELIN project disintegrated in 1944. 

In addition to .the Turkish group, i-^DIA v/as also connected with 
the ZEPPrJLIN project for Georgian agents in Berlin. Tlie organiza- 
tional set-up was as follows: Three inadin groups operated in Geo-- 
rgia, each Eialnatining contact \dth the different base- stations 
through courier or short-wave . Group leaders w re t 

a . ICRAliCHVILI in ^^arteli province . **ad rndio contact with 
a station in Brachov, Rur.er.ia directed by' BjlHAhlDZE 
. i), ERKOMAICrT/ILI-in Govtria ‘^rovince. ^iad conta ct with a 

station on. the Turko- Russian border conducted by J xII\’AGARI 
near Tiflis . Conducted a statioi^ in rlrakow 
Ostrovski and later also under GUAI^JJ^bZE. LPhis 
station also served teams operating ir the IHcraine • 

Tlie cipher work was centralized in 3 rlin tnder TSOMjMA. ’..hen tHe 
Turkish station received a message, which was seldom, rISDD. wenl[ 
personally to got it *. This was done partly because these messagtJ 
were considered inportant and jhartly because they provided ICSDii 
with an exciise to go to Turkey where he was developing contacts I with, 
the Allies .. In 1943 in Istanbul, KEDIA was in frequent contact 
vdth !'TURI.P/^HA, representative of a very influential Turanian 
group: they af reed that the Hitler policy towards the Eastern , 
peoples was obviously imperialistic and upon his return to Berl^ 

ITDIA decide*'* to disentangle his political fctirities from 
German policy, but playlnp. along with them as long as Abwehr 
friends would stand up for him. Sendinr KENAGARI to 1st. was 
li&isoti'iofficer with the TSirks was a step toward making himselfj 
independent of Gemaan siipcort. After subject’s attempt to 
persnade Hitler to eban^-e his Eastern policy and. acknowledge 
the Caucasian rovts as leaders of their people had failed, j 
sub V,ct asked to be allowed to resign but JIORDAHI dissuaded him. 
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KFDIA obtained permission to establish the Kaukasischer Vcrbindunrsst&b 
and from this time on, after ZEPPELIN dislnterrated, concentrated 
nrlmarilr on sarinr helpinr peasant entires and aiding Cauc 
workers. Directly subsidized bT the Ptirmans, the ptouh was dirided into 
fo'ir sections; the '^eorrian, the Armenian, the Axerhalian: and the 
North Caucasus* Not primarily an <*irpionare or sabota«»’e rroup, it 
serred as a recruitment pool for sobiect^s other projects* 

In the fall of 19b 3, subject planned and attemoted the "Ceor^ian 
Cloister Plan” to exploit the imnmnitv of the Vatican to the 
adrantare of the CIS. Because of T'ersonal disarreements, irmtual 
suspicion of members, the plan failed. 

In '^une l^hhy subiect arain fl«^ to 1st to confer with NAOT BET, 

DJELAL BET, and NHRI PASHA as to how the Cauc Comm could open nsFOti- . 
ations with Western Allies. At the same time he refused to saactiom 
the Integration of the VlascoY Army and Cauc Lepions and formed the 
‘’Committee for Peoples Subjurated by Russia” which included represent- , 
at ires of the Cauc, Idel-Dral, Krimtaters, Turkestan, Ukrainian, and 
Byelo-Russian peoples. 

In April 19li5 subject with three of the Cauc. 6tab went to Sidtxerland 
throuph the idd of SKARZHIWSKI, a young: <^eo erairre working: for the 
Amer. OSS Switzerland contacted him there. He talked caf’erly about 
his work and. three days later appeared at the Consulate requestinf- that 
the Amer intervene with the Swiss who were planniiip to interne him. 

In exchance, he offered the use of his intellirencejj^^ork. This 
offer was. not accepted f or . lack of . inf ormation on subiect ’s activities. 

His internment was postponed until ®id-19L6, but he was released in 
October, faklnp illness. He was bein" supported by. BERIDZE, ^om he 
had saved from the Germans at one time. .This relationship is one 
wV'ich led to suapected connection with the HIS, for BERIDZE, and 
another PODOUCHKO were reported assistants to BAKHTINE who, as 
Commercial Attache of the Sor^b, Paris, saw to transfer of funds to 
the .Brehcb Coibb Party.. It is not impossible that subject is .bein<^ 
financed by the Soviets throuc-h BERIDZE. 

It was allered at this time that sub act was in contact , with. Soviet 
IS. through It. WDIVANI and TCHARTISHVILI who had worked tith the . 
Verbindunrsstab durin'* the war, and appointed by the. Amer to work as 
Soviet Repatriation Commission Of fibers. after the war. When the 
Soviets arrived, the two lieutenants were kept on, but eventually 
were, returned to. Sovifet controlled territory and reportedly, were 
executed^ The possibility exists that they. wepe RIS arents and. that . . 
the. execution story was faked. . 

Further inf ormation. has. claimed that subject was. accepted by the Soviet 
I,S. as their principal apent* in Switzerland, threurh intervention of 
OTTE^tietCHKORI and KOBAKHIDZE. 

In 19bo and 19li7 there are further reports, of KEDIASs possible 
connection with the RIS* ALCHIBATA in, Oct 19li7 said the Peo felt 
subiect was. workinr for Soviets because of wife’s influence. She in 
tuen was reported influenced by KOBAKHIDZE, KEOIA’s cousin and editor 
of nro-Soy newspa-'er in Pnrls. ALCHIBATA retr?^cted statemfenfe in l^liB. 

Subf^ect is listed as informaiit dropT'ed without prejudice on 1 Dec L8 

EI’COW list. ^ 



